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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S COMMENT ON CHINA 
REF: CALCUTTA 1298 (NOTAL) 

1 . AT A NEWS CONPERENCE IN CALCUTTA MAY 30, PRIME MINISTER 
DESAI WAS ASKED WHETHER INDIA WOULD TAKE ANY INITIATIVE TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH CHINA. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, 

DESAI REPLIED, "THEY HAVE TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE BECAUSE THEY 
WERE THE AGGRESSORS." THE INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTS THAT DESAI 
ALSO SAID, "WE WILL DO NOTHING TO WORSEN THE RELATIONS. THAT 
IS THE CONTRIBUTION WE ARE MAKING." 

COMMENT: SINCE ASSUMING OPPICE, THE DESAI GOVERNMENT, 

PRINCIPALLY THROUGH ITS FOREIGN MINISTER, A.B. VAJPAYEE, 

HAS BEEN CAREPULLY NON-COMMITTAL REGARDING RELATIONS WITH 
CHINA. PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN LIMITED ESSENTIALLY TO 
EXPRESSING A DESIRE FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL COUN- 
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TRIES ON A RECIPROCAL BASIS AND TO CAUTIOUS COMMENTARY ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN SINO-INDIAN RELATIONS. 

VAJPAYEE, POR INSTANCE, WAS REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD A PARLIA- 
MENTARY COMMITTEE ON MAY 21 THAT THE RESUMPTION OF TRADE WITH 
CHINA WAS A MODEST BEGINNING BUT THAT SOME BASIC QUESTIONS 
IN THE RELATION REMAINED WHICH INDIA WOULD WISH TO RESOLVE 
WITH PULL REGARD TO ITS HONOR AND PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS. IP 
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ACCURATELY REPORTED, THE PRIME MINISTER'S BLUNT STATEMENT 
THAT THE CHINESE SHOULD BE THE SUITORS OE AN AGGRIEVED INDIA 
WOULD SEEM TO UNDERMINE THE ELLIPTICAL OFFICIAL FORMULATIONS 
OF VAJPAYEE. WE EXPECT TO GET MEA'S GLOSS ON THE STATEMENT 
WHEN WE CALL ON THE JOINT SECRETARY FOR EAST ASIAN LATER THIS 
WEEK. 

GOHEEN 
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